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Great Lakes Regional Office 
THE HUMANE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES 
Education Workshop 
Stresses Professionalism 
They came from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and 
Wisconsin. 
They left with insight, encouragement, and a clear look 
at the professional approach to humane education today. 
Those who chose to do so left with college credit. 
Kids n' Critters, a two day workshop held in South Bend, 
Indiana, June 22 and 23rd, was sponsored by the GLRO in 
cooperation with the Humane Society of St. Joseph Coun­
ty and Indiana University, South Bend. 
Kathy Savesky, NAAHE Director, led the session. Speak­
ers included GLRO Director, Sandy Rowland, and represen­
tatives from the Indiana Humane Educators Association. 
The seminar stressed the ease with which humane educa­
tion concepts may be blended in with traditional curricula. 
It served to acquaint teachers, humane educators, youth 
group leaders, and educators from animal related facilities 
such as nature centers and zoos with existing humane edu­
cation teaching aides and resources. 
Plans are in the making for a similar seminar next year 
in this region. 
Regional Director Sandy Rowland points out a teaching 
concept to humane educators. 
Fall 1981 
The headlines reflect the public's interest in the pound seizure 
controversy in Ohio and Michigan. 
HSUS 
Takes Legal Action 
Against ''Bunchers'' 
The Great Lakes Regional Office has gone to court in an 
effort to stop the seizure of dogs by bunchers from Ohio 
dog shelters. ("Bunching" is a term used by animal dealers 
to describe persons who collect dogs or other animals for 
sale to research facilities and, sometimes, to individuals.) 
On Monday, August 24, the GLRO was granted a prelimi­
nary injunction against the Champaign County Commis­
sioners conducting any transactions with Kiser Lake Ken­
nels of St. Paris, Ohio. The order was handed down by 
Judge Roger Wilson of the Champaign County Common 
Pleas Court. 
The preliminary injunction prevents any live dogs from 
being transferred from the county dog shelter to Kiser 
Lake Kennels. Kiser Lake is a USDA licensed dealer 
located in Champaign County. They currently have agree­
ments with at least fifteen counties in Ohio for the removal 
of unwanted dogs from shelters. The dogs taken are either 
euthanized by the kennel workers or sold to research lab­
oratories or other dealers in Ohio and Pennsylvania. 
Continued on page 3 
This sadly neglected dog and badly malnourished horse were among animals seized by local humane agents in Ohio during investiga­
tions in which the GLRO participated. 
GLRO Field Investigator Tim Greyhavens recently 
assisted two local humane societies in gathering evidence 
for cruelty cases. Near Mt. Vernon, Ohio, Knox County 
Humane Agent Bud Rohler obtained a search warrant and 
Greyhavens and others accompanied him on a search of a 
property where nearly 100 dogs were kept in conditions of 
filth and gross neglect. Mange and other contageous dis­
eases were running rampant among the dogs, which were 
given with a mixture of old potatoes, bread and spoiled ice 
Around 
.. � the Region 
., 
The City of Fort Wayne, Indiana, can now boast of a con­
temporary animal control ordinance that among many provi­
sions includes the licensing of kennels and catteries. The 
residents of Fort Wayne are to be saluted for their efforts 
in achieving passage of this ordinance, which is geared 
toward humane treatment of animals and punishment of 
irresponsible pet owners. 
Physical and Chemical Capture Techniques will be the 
topic of a two-day workshop sponsored by the Kalamazoo 
County Animal Control Department. The workshop will 
be lead by Leon Nielsen, well-known chemical capture ex­
pert, who also instructs at The HSUS Animal Control Aca­
demy. The workshop will be held in Kalamazoo on Decem­
ber 1 and 2. For details contact: Bob Gregersen, Kalama­
wo County Animal Control, 2500 Lake Street, Kalama­
zoo, Michigan, 49001. Telephone 616-383-8996. Registra­
tion is limited to the first 50 registrants. 
cream as food. The person caring for the dogs was charged 
with cruelty and an early November trial date has been set. 
Greyhavens also joined Logan County Humane Society 
Agent Don Kissling in the inspection of a farm near Ken­
ton, Ohio, at which 17 horses were kept under very poor 
conditions. Four horses were impounded for treatment by 
a veterinarian, and their owner charged with cruelty. A 
trial date had not been set when this Report went to press. 
The Central Illinois Animal Control Training program was 
held in Pekin, Illinois, September 17th and 18th, 1981. 
Nearly 150 individuals working in the field of animal con­
trol attended this annual event. Speakers included Region­
al Director Sandy Rowland, Dr. Jack Tuttle, animal 
behaviorist, Dr. David Bromwell, Illinois Department of 
Agriculture, and John Seales from Hot Springs, Arkansas. 
The Michigan Humane Society in Detroit has one of the 
country's most active and successful cruelty investigation 
programs. Executive Director David Wills reports that the 
Cruelty Division, led by attorney Sienna Lerene, has prose­
cuted nearly 100 cases in the past 18 months, with a 99% 
conviction rate. Society investigators use a full range of 
professional law enforcement techniques in their work. In 
one case in which a family pet was shot to death without 
any witnesses, investigators used pellet trajectory angles 
and ballistic tests to pinpoint the house where the shots 
were fired. A search of this house turned up a weapon and 
other evidence against a 19-year old neighbor, who was 
convicted and sentenced to 60 days in jail. 
Legal Action Against "Bunchers," Cont. 
The GLRO charged that the release of dogs from shel­
ters to the bunchers violates Ohio Revised Code 959.16, 
which permits the sale of shelter dogs only to non-profit 
research institutions. The bunchers act as "go-betweens" 
for the shelters and the research labs, often making big 
profits in doing so. According to records obtained by the 
GLRO under the Freedom of Information Act, one bunch­
er in Ohio reported total gross earnings of nearly $67,000 
from the sale of dogs in 1980. 
The HSUS, which was joined by the Champaign County 
Humane Association in the court action, is now seeking a 
permanent injunction against Kiser Lake. A ruling on this 
motion is expected in early November. 
In the meantime, the GLRO is renewing its efforts to en­
courage the other counties to voluntarily terminate their 
agreements with the bunchers. On August 27, the Knox 
County Commissioners voted to switch to injection eu­
thanasia of unwanted dogs by a veterinarian instead of us­
ing Kiser Lake. This change came about after an intense 
public awareness campaign was initiated by the Knox 
County Humane Society, who invited GLRO field investi­
gator Tim Greyhavens to discuss the issue with the presi­
dent of the Board of Commissioners on a call-in radio show. 
The GLRO has now expanded its battle against the bunch­
ers to include Michigan. Investigator Greyhavens has given 
testimony to the Monroe County Commissioners against 
the use of bunchers, and several other counties throughout 
the state are either involved, or have been successful, in 
preventing bunchers from taking dogs from their local 
shelters. One of the largest bunching operations in the 
country, with reported total gross earnings of over 
$170,000 in 1980, is located near Howell, Michigan. 
Former pets 
suffer 
traumatically 
when taken 
from shelters 
and sold to 
laboratories. 
From the 
Director's 
Desk 
During 1981 the 
GLRO has investi­
gated dogfighting, 
worked towards end­
ing pound seizure, 
struck a humiliating 
blow in the legislature to hunting organizations, and 
helped thousands of animals in shelters within the region. 
Our mail often contains letters thanking us for our work 
in these areas and asking what individuals can do to help. 
First, join the membership of The HSUS. Membership 
in this region is steadily increasing, resulting in a cor­
responding increase in our overall strength and effec­
tiveness. 
Second, subscribe to the HSUS publications, such as 
Shelter Sense, Humane Education, and the ISAP Journal. 
Finally, support our projects with a financial contribu­
tion, or by leaving a bequest to The HSUS in your will. 
There are so many animals to help. Together we can do it. 
Sandy Rowland 
Regional Director 
ANIMAL NEEDS: 
National and Regional 
The Great Lakes Regional Office of The 
Humane Society of the United States coor­
dinates national programs with direct attention 
to this region. You are aware that our major 
concern is the prevention of cruelty and suffer­
ing to animals. 
Among our several programs which ad­
dress the needs of animals is one which pro­
vides for your financial needs and at the same 
time creates a future gift for animal welfare. 
If you would like to know more about the 
dual benefits of our Life Income Program, 
please send for the society's brochure entitled 
"Planning for the Future." 
Mail to: Paul G. Irwin, 
Vice President/Treasurer 
The Humane Society 
of the United States 
2100 L Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037'·, ,, 
The brutality of dogfighting can clearly be seen in the scarred 
face of Angus, a "Grand Champion" pit bull previously owned 
by convicted dogfighter Billy Stepp. 
The 1980 Ohio investigation continues to be one of the 
most successful operations in the history of anti-dogfight­
ing ventures. Out of the twenty cases that have come to 
trial, there have been twenty convictions or guilty pleas, 
resulting in a 100% success rate. 
In the latest of these cases, William "Billy" Stepp of 
Dayton, Ohio, pied guilty to three separate felony counts 
of selling a fighting dog and promoting and engaging in 
dogfighting., Stepp received a $7500 fine, 2-5 year suspended 
sentence, and a 5-year probation. In addition to the fine, 
he was ordered to, and paid, $6000 to the Capital Area 
Humane Society in Columbus for the boarding and care of 
Stepp's dogs (pictured above) while he awaited trial. 
Meanwhile, the Ohio Fifth District Court of Appeals up­
held the constitutionality of the state's dogfighting law, 
which is one of the strongest in the nation. Three of the 
convicted fighters has challenged the law as being too 
vague and "overbroad" in its authority. 
Four more cases have yet to come to trial in Morrow 
County. 
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Legislation 
During legislative sessions thus far in 1981 much energy 
has been directed toward opposing legislation that would 
prove harmful to animals and humane organizations. In 
OHIO, HSUS led a battle to halt attempts to place the 
mourning dove on the hunting list. Additionally, Regional 
Director Sandy Rowland has alerted all humanitarians in 
OHIO about HB 585, another attempt to legalize dove 
hunting. 
SB 235 and HB 276 are bills, which if passed, would 
place serious financial hardships on OHIO humane or­
ganizations, and county governments as well. The bills 
would allow county governments to mandate that county 
dogs be taken to local humane society shelters for housing. 
Yet, the county would not have to reimburse these humane 
societies. 
The GLRO hopes to see INDIANA become the next 
state to upgrade the penalty for dogfighting from a misde­
meanor to a felony. If you would like to work towards 
passage of such a bill, contact this office. 
In MICHIGAN, it is hoped hearings will be held this fall 
on a bill to establish a committee to study more humane 
trapping devices for the taking of wild animals. MICHI­
GAN residents must act on this very important piece of 
legislation. Contact this office or Edith Sullivan, Trapping 
Chairman for the Michigan Federation of Humane Socie­
ties, about this bill. 
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